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left Pompey to draw up their reply Pompey intrusted the duty to an incapable peison named Ses-tiua, and the answer was ill-written, awkwaid, and wanting on the only point which would have proved his sincerity Pompey declined the proposed interview Caesar must evacuate Rimini, and return to his province, afterwaids, at some time unnamed, Pompey would go to Spam, and other matters should be arranged to Csasar's satisfaction Caasar must give securities that he would abide by his promise to dismiss his troops, and meanwhile the consular levies would be continued 1
To Cicero these terms seemed to mean a capitulation clumsily disguised Caesar interpreted them differently To him it appeared that he was leqmred to part with his own ai my, while Pompey was forming another No time was fixed for the departure to Spam He might be himself named consul, yet Pompey might be in Italy to the end of the year with an army independent of him Evidently there was distrust on both sides, yet on Caesar's part a distrust not undeserved Pompey would not see him He had admitted to Cicero that he desired a war to prevent Caesar from being consul, and at this very moment was full of hopes and schemes for cariying it on successfully "Pompey writes," reported Cicero on the 28th of January, " that in a few days he will have a force on which he can rely He will occupy Pice-num,2 and we aie then to return to Rome Labienus assures him that CsBsar is utterly weak Thus he is in better spirits " 8
1 Compare Ceesar's account of these conditions, De Bella Cwih, i 10, with Cicero to Athens, vii 17
9 Between the Apponnmea and the Adriatic, about Ancona, in the line of Ceesar's march should he ad\ance from Rimini
a To Athcus, m 16